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Before the service begins a bell is rung. 
Silence is kept.

Hymn
As the procession enters, we stand to sing a hymn.

Greeting
Priest: In the name of the Father, the Son

and the Holy Spirit.
All: Amen.

Priest: Grace, mercy and peace
from God our Father, 
and the Lord Jesus Christ be with you.

All: and also with you.

Lighting of the Advent Candle
On Advent Sunday, the Advent Wreath is blessed:
Priest: Let us now pray for God's blessing upon us and upon this wreath.

Lord our God,
we praise you for your Son, Jesus Christ:
he is Emmanuel, the hope of the peoples,
he is the wisdom that teaches and guides us,
he is the Saviour of every nation.
Lord God,
let your blessing come upon us
as we light the candles of this wreath.
May the wreath and its light
be a sign of Christ's promise to bring us salvation;
may he come quickly and not delay.
We ask this through Christ our Lord

All: Amen.

Please turn to the Pew Sheet for the prayers as the Advent Candles are lit.
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Prayers of Penitence 
Deacon: When the Lord comes,

he will bring to light the things now hidden in darkness,
and will disclose the purposes of the heart.
Therefore in the light of Christ let us confess our sins.

We kneel or sit for the confession.
When the Kyrie Eleison is said:
Deacon: Lord Jesus, you came to gather the nations

into the peace of your kingdom:
Lord, have mercy.

All: Lord, have mercy.

Deacon: You come in word and sacrament
to strengthen us in holiness:
Christ, have mercy.

All: Christ, have mercy.

Deacon: You will come in glory
with salvation for your people:
Lord, have mercy.

All: Lord, have mercy.

When the Kyrie Eleison is sung:
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Deacon:

Deacon:

Deacon:



Priest: May the God of all healing and forgiveness
draw you to himself,
pardon and deliver you from all your sins;
that we may behold the glory of his Son,
the Word made flesh
Jesus Christ, our Lord.

All: Amen.

Collect
The priest introduces the Collect: 
Priest: Let us pray.

The Liturgy of the Word
The readings and psalm are found on the pew sheet.
After each reading, the reader will say:
Reader: This is the word of the Lord:
All: Thanks be to God.

Hymn
We stand to sing the hymn.

Gospel Reading
The Gospel is Acclaimed:
Deacon: Alleluia, alleluia.

Prepare the way of the Lord, make his paths straight,
and all flesh shall see the salvation of God.

All: Alleluia.

Deacon: The Lord be with you.
All: and also with you.

Deacon: Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to N.
All: Glory to you, O Lord.

At the conclusion of the Gospel the Deacon says:
Deacon: This is the Gospel of the Lord.
All: Praise to you, O Christ.
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Sermon
We sit for the sermon. After the sermon, silence is kept for reflection.

Creed
We stand to say the creed.
All: We believe in one God,

the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
of all that is,
seen and unseen.

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,
the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father,
God from God, Light from Light,
true God from true God,
begotten, not made,
of one Being with the Father;
through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven,
was incarnate from the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary
and was made man.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;
he suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again
in accordance with the Scriptures;
he ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.

We believe in the Holy Spirit,
the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,
who with the Father and the Son is 
worshipped and glorified,
who has spoken through the prophets.
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead,
and the life of the world to come.
Amen. - 4 -



Prayers of Intercession
The president introduces the prayers of intercession: 
Priest: Watchful at all times,

let us pray for strength to stand with confidence
before our Maker and Redeemer.

We kneel or sit for prayers.
Reader: Lord, in your mercy;
All: Hear our prayer.

The Peace
We stand for the peace.
Priest: In the tender mercy of our God,

the dayspring from on high shall break upon us,
to give light to those who dwell in darkness
and in the shadow of death,
and to guide our feet into the way of peace.
The peace of the Lord be always with you

All: and also with you.

Deacon: Let us offer one another a sign of peace.

Hymn

Preparation of the Altar

Priest: As the grain once scattered in the fields
and the grapes once dispersed on the hillside
are now reunited on this table in bread and wine,
so, Lord, may your whole Church soon be gathered together
from the corners of the earth into your kingdom.
We ask this through Christ our Lord.

All: Amen.

Reader: Lord, hear us.
All: Lord, graciously hear us.
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Priest: It is indeed right and good 
to give you thanks and praise,
almighty God and everlasting Father,
through Jesus Christ your Son.

For when he humbled himself 
to come among us in human flesh,
he fulfilled the plan you formed 
before the foundation of the world
to open for us the way of salvation.

Confident that your promise will be fulfilled,
we now watch for the day
when Christ our Lord will come again in glory.

And so we join our voices 
with angels and archangels 
and with all the company of heaven
to proclaim your glory for ever praising you and saying:

The Eucharistic Prayer
Priest: The Lord be with you.
All: And also with you.

Priest: Lift up your hearts.
All: We lift them to the Lord.

Priest: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
All: It is right to give thanks and praise.
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From the First Sunday of Advent 
until 16 December:



From the 17 December until Christmas Eve
Priest: It is indeed right and good 

to give you thanks and praise,
almighty God and everlasting Father,
through Jesus Christ your Son.

He is the one foretold by all the prophets,
whom the Virgin Mother bore 
with love beyond all telling.

John the Baptist was his herald
and made him known 
when at last he came.

In his love Christ fills us with joy
as we prepare to celebrate his birth,
so that when he comes again 
he may find us watching in prayer,
our hearts filled with wonder and praise.

And so, with angels and archangels,
and with all the company of heaven,
we proclaim your glory,
and join in their unending hymn of praise:

All: Holy, holy, holy Lord,
God of power and might,
heaven and earth are full of your glory.
Hosanna in the highest.
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna in the highest.
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Priest: Accept our praises, heavenly Father,
through your Son our Saviour Jesus Christ,
and as we follow his example and obey his command,
grant that by the power of your Holy Spirit
these gifts of bread and wine
may be to us his body and his blood;

who, in the same night that he was betrayed,
took bread and gave you thanks;
he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying:
Take, eat; this is my body which is given for you;
do this in remembrance of me.

In the same way, after supper
he took the cup and gave you thanks;
he gave it to them, saying:
Drink this, all of you;
this is my blood of the new covenant,
which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins.
Do this, as often as you drink it,
in remembrance of me.

- 8 -

When the Sanctus is sung:



Therefore, heavenly Father,
we remember his offering of himself
made once for all upon the cross;
we proclaim his mighty resurrection and glorious ascension;
we look for the coming of your kingdom,
and with this bread and this cup
we make the memorial of Christ your Son our Lord.

Deacon: Christ is the bread of life:
All:   When we eat this bread and drink this cup,

we proclaim your death, Lord Jesus,
until you come in glory.

Accept through him, our great high priest,
this our sacrifice of thanks and praise,
and as we eat and drink these holy gifts
in the presence of your divine majesty,
renew us by your Spirit,
inspire us with your love
and unite us in the body of your Son,
Jesus Christ our Lord.

Through him, and with him, and in him,
in the unity of the Holy Spirit,
with all who stand before you in earth and heaven,
we worship you, Father almighty,
in songs of everlasting praise:

All:   Blessing and honour and glory and power
be yours for ever and ever.
Amen.

Silence is kept.
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The Lord’s Prayer
We kneel or sit.
Deacon: As our Saviour has commanded and taught us, we are bold to say:
All: Our Father, who art in heaven,

hallowed be thy name;
thy kingdom come;
thy will be done;
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation;
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
the power and the glory,
for ever and ever.
Amen.

Breaking of the Bread
The president breaks the consecrated bread.
Priest: We break this bread

to share in the body of Christ.
All: Though we are many, we are one body

because we all share in one bread.

Agnus Dei

All: Lamb of God,
you take away the sin of the world,
have mercy on us.

Lamb of God,
you take away the sin of the world,
have mercy on us.

Lamb of God,
you take away the sin of the world,
grant us peace.
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Distribution of the Sacrament

All: Most merciful Lord,
your love compels us to come in.
Our hands were unclean,
our hearts were unprepared;
we were not fit
even to eat the crumbs from under your table.
But you, Lord, are the God of our salvation,
and share your bread with sinners.
So cleanse and feed us
with the precious body and blood of your Son,
that he may live in us and we in him;
and that we, with the whole company of Christ,
may sit and eat in your kingdom.
Amen.

Priest: Jesus is the Lamb of God,
who takes away the sin of the world
Blessed are those who are called to his supper.

All: Lord, I am not worthy to receive you
but only say the word, and I shall be healed.

You are welcome to receive Holy Communion if confirmed or if it is your usual practice
in your own church. Please bring this book with you if you would like to receive a
blessing.

When the Agnus Dei is sung:
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Prayer after Communion

The Post Communion Prayer can be found on the Pew Sheet.

All: Father of all,
we give you thanks and praise,
that when we were still far off
you met us in your Son and brought us home.
Dying and living, he declared your love,
gave us grace, and opened the gate of glory.
May we who share Christ’s body live his risen life;
we who drink his cup bring life to others;
we whom the Spirit lights give light to the world.
Keep us firm in the hope you have set before us,
so we and all your children shall be free,
and the whole earth live to praise your name;
through Christ our Lord.
Amen.
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Blessing
We stand for the blessing.
Priest: The Lord be with you
All: and also with you.

Priest: May God the Father,
who loved the world so much that he sent his only Son,
give you grace to prepare for life eternal.

All: Amen.

Priest: May God the Son,
who comes to us as redeemer and judge,
reveal to you the path from darkness to light.

All: Amen.

Priest: May God the Holy Spirit,
by whose working the Virgin Mary conceived the Christ,
help you bear the fruits of holiness.

All: Amen.

OR

Priest: Christ the Sun of Righteousness shine upon you,
scatter the darkness from before your path,
and make you ready to meet him when he comes in glory;
and the blessing of God almighty,
the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit,
be among you and remain with you always.

All: Amen.
Hymn

Dismissal
Deacon: As we await our coming Saviour,

go in peace to love and serve the Lord.
All: In the name of Christ.  Amen.
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Advent is a season of expectation, as the Church prepares to celebrate
the coming (adventus) of Christ in his incarnation, and also looks ahead to
his final advent as judge at the end of time. The readings and liturgies not
only direct us towards Christ’s birth, but also challenge the modern
reluctance to confront the theme of divine judgement.

The Four Last Things – Death, Judgement, Heaven and Hell – have been
traditional themes for Advent meditation to prompt expectation, though,
like Lent, this season also has a penitential colour. Both seasons share the
liturgical colour purple, and decorations are simple and spare.

The anticipation of Christmas under commercial pressure makes it hard
to sustain the alert watchfulness and waiting characteristic of the season,
but the fundamental prayer remains “Maranatha – Our Lord, Come” (1
Corinthians 16.22). With the nights closing in at the darkest time of the
year, the natural symbols of light and darkness are powerfully at work in
Advent and Christmas, with the lighting of candles on the Advent wreath,
and the Christingle service widely popular, with the encouragement of the
Children’s Society. The Third Sunday of Advent was observed in mediaeval
times as a splash of colour in the restraint of Advent (Gaudete or ‘Rose
Sunday’), and the last days of Advent are now often marked by the
sequence of Great ‘O’ Antiphons, which continue to inspire modern
Advent hymns and meditations.

O come, O come, Emmanuel, redeem thy captive Israel. 

The cover of this worship booklet is an image of Jonah from one of the
windows of St Michael’s Parish Church. The judgement upon Jonah for his
refusal to obey the Lord God to preach against evil and corruption, meant
a time of darkness within the belly of the great whale, where he waited
three days for his redemption. The stained glass depicts him bursting forth
into the radiance of new life, such as we anticipate with the birth of the
Christchild, who is love born into a dark and troubled world.

Come, thou long-expected Jesus, 
Born to set Thy people free; 

From our fears and sins release us; 
Let us find our rest in Thee. 


